
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL SKILLS CHARTER 

 

We believe that the following are all vital components of socialising irrespective of when they might be needed (now 

or in the future). 

- respect  

- tolerance  

- empathy  

- humility 

- responsibility 

- leadership 

- trustworthiness 

- be critical thinkers 

- patience  

- trust  

- correct communication 

- conflict resolution  

- tolerance 

- be intuitive 

- have a good general knowledge and appropriate vocabulary 

 

It is essential to impart social skills here at Pridwin to create a safe environment. In creating this environment, we 

would encourage and support boys through the daily socialising process. They should feel empowered enough to be 

an individual without the worry/threat of exclusion from their social group. The boys should be given a voice, 

allowing them to talk, ensuring that they have the correct vocabulary to be able to express themselves.  

 

We need to model the daily happenings of socialising – preferably through positive examples to show the boys how 

to socialise successfully, not teach (or preach to) them. They need to see the skills happening so that they 

understand how to use them to their advantage, but most importantly learn how to navigate the tricky parts of 

socialising. 

 

We want to instil in the boys a sense of bravery so that they approach socialising with an acute understanding and 

contentment that not all situations will be successful, but they shouldn’t fear that possibility. They should be able to 

be unique and learn through the failure, understanding that the failure is the biggest life lesson of all. Their peers 

witnessing their failure should not use it against them and turn it into a teasing or bullying situation. The boys should 

be shown to adopt a sense of empathy by putting themselves in similar situations. The boys need to speak positively, 

expecting the same in return. 



 

Awareness of facial expressions and reading body language are essential, to avoid unnecessary misunderstandings. 

Boys find this skill difficult, but is a necessary one to develop (especially when they become involved in romantic 

relationships later on in life). 

 

Children should network and make connections with learners both in and outside our school. They would be amazed 

that children from other schools experience exactly the same ‘anti-social’ behaviour. They should be exposed to bias 

and potentially biased situations, thereby honing their skills in resolving conflict. The ability to communicate 

effectively is essential in this scenario.  

We aspire to develop individuals with the ability to: 

 positively influence the world around us according to a shared set of values;  

 be skilled in social thinking;  

 show empathy and act impartially and objectively;  

 effectively resolve social conflict; 

 be comfortable and confidant in their own social identity without arrogance; 

Social Thinking 

 Social thinking is what individuals do when interacting with other people. It is generally an intuitive process 

that considers the point of view, emotions and intentions of others. 

 When we interact with others, thought processes are instinctively engaged. We are often not even aware 

that our minds are engaged. We have thoughts about the person or persons. We read their emotions and we 

respond with emotions of our own. Our beliefs come to the fore and we make assumptions of the other 

person’s beliefs. We instinctively develop intentions or interpret the intentions of the other person.  

 Part of our responsibilities as educators is to teach our boys Social Thinking. This is a metacognitive skill. This 

implies that we want our boys to develop their abilities to think about their thinking in social contexts and 

social interactions. We need to grow their capacity to be aware of their own and the other person’s 

thoughts, emotions, beliefs and intentions. This strengthens their social skills and thereby their abilities to 

work effectively in different social and cultural contexts. 

People with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and people that are neurotypical generally do not learn social 

information in the same way. People with these ASDs have to be taught how to think socially and understand the use 

of related social skills. Whereas thinking socially and understanding the use of related social skills comes more 

naturally to neurotypical people. 

The nurturing of individuals in their pursuit of bravery, honesty and substance should be the ultimate goal in helping 

young boys become equipped to deal with an ever changing society and its expectations. 

The Pridwin motto Ex nihilo nihil fit means “Out of nothing, nothing comes”. These words, emblazoned on the 

Pridwin crest, serve to remind us of the passion and the extent of our purpose. Only through active interaction and 

individual participation will our mission to Unlock our boys’ potential so that they can make a meaningful difference 

in the world be realised. 

How to develop and encourage social thinking in the classroom  

Some of the ideas proposed by staff: 

 Wherever possible encourage as much collaborative group work within the classroom and on the sports 
field. 

 Encourage activities that involve play and interact with others. 

 Teach our learners how to communicate and listen attentively. 

 Create an environment where students are comfortable with, and are allowed to make mistakes without 
being looked down upon or reprimanded. 



 Encourage P4C strategies in as many lessons as possible. 

 Do more project-based learning. 

 Teach using real life examples in lessons. 

 Focus on learner centered teaching. 

 Equip learners with the vocabulary that will help them express their thoughts and feelings. 

 Model a positive social character. 

 Provide a space for open discussions where learners are able to articulate their experience freely. 

 Create a constant awareness of social thinking. Example: knowing whether or not what you are about to say 
will be offensive to anyone in any way. 

 

 


