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ABOUT

Pridwin was founded in 1923 by Captain and Mrs Claude 
Janion, in Winkelspruit in KwaZulu-Natal. Captain Janion had 
served with the East Surrey Regiment during World War I 
and won the Distinguised Service Order at the Battle of the 
Somme. He chose the colours of his regiment for the Pridwin 
school tie.

Starting with only six pupils, the Janions ran Pridwin until 1931, 
increasing the school complement to 32 boys.

The school was named after King Arthur’s ship, Prydwyn, and 
the legend of King Arthur is incorporated into many aspects 
of school life.

The four school houses are named after Knights of the Round 
Table: Bedevere, Galahad, Lancelot and Tristram.

In 1934, Pridwin relocated to its present site in Melrose, 
Johannesburg. From 17 pupils in those early days, the school 
increased its number to 450 boys in 2016.

Pridwin is a non-denominational day school rooted in 
Christian ethics and values. The characteristics we instil in our 
boys must enable them to succeed in a rapidly and constantly 
changing world. Our aim is to educate our boys for life by 
offering them diverse opportunities.



Pridwin has a unique association with its neighbouring school, 
St Vincent’s School for the Deaf. In 2001, it was decided that 
the boundary between the two schools be broken down and 
that facilities be upgraded on both campuses to benefit both 
schools. With this upgrade, St Vincent’s and Pridwin enjoy a
unique learning relationship: sign language lessons, shared 
break times, sporting and fundraising events, and common 
celebrations.

Pridwin is owned by the Pridwin Foundation, a non-profit 
organisation that is controlled by the school’s Board 
of Governors.

The Pridwin motto Ex nihilo nihil fit means “Out of nothing, 
nothing comes”. These words, emblazoned on the Pridwin 
crest, serve to remind us of the passion and the extent of our
purpose. Only through active interaction and 
individual participation will the dreams of our boys 
be realised.
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MISSION AND 
VALUES

Mission
Pridwin aims to unlock the unique and multifaceted potential 
of each boy, so that he is able to make a 
worthwhile contribution to society.

Vision
We believe in the power of diversity and strive to build a 
balanced and inclusive school community, where no family 
feels under-represented, to prepare our boys effectively 
for the future.

Our strength and values
Pridwin is one of South Africa’s older independent schools, 
and while it has changed much in appearance and size, its 
core values have endured since its inception. The principles 
and values that first established Pridwin’s reputation as one 
of the finest schools on the African continent continues to
ensure that it is ranked alongside the best in the world.



Pridwin’s Christian ethics and values extend to every facet of 
life and include:

Leadership
At Pridwin, we believe that each boy has leadership potential, 
which is encouraged and developed.

Independence
Essential to the enquiring mind, independence is necessary 
to develop a love of learning and will help to establish the 
confident disposition all adults need in their quest to become 
the people they were born to be.

Responsibility
We encourage freedom of expression and a 
proactive attitude, tempered by responsibility.

Balance
Pridwin’s balanced curriculum satisfies our boys’ physical, 
intellectual, emotional, creative and spiritual needs. 
They are given a solid foundation from which to grasp life’s 
opportunities, and to excel.

Collaboration
Pridwin encourages teamwork and teaches by example, 
encouraging collaborative partnerships between governors, 
staff, parents, pupils and the wider community.

Respect and empathy
Respect and empathy for people, different cultures and the 
environment are fundamental.

Humility
Humility is a powerful quality that is frequently misunderstood. 
Humble people are powerful and secure enough not to 
indulge in self-promotion. They are not vain.

Yellow
C5 M18 Y81 K0
Pantone 121 C
(second choice Pantone 128 C)

Maroon
C45 M80 Y49 K28
Pantone 7643

Yellow
C5 M18 Y81 K0
Pantone 121 C
(second choice Pantone 128 C)

Maroon
C45 M80 Y49 K28
Pantone 7643



Social responsibility programmes are an integral part of the 
Pridwin way of life. We embrace the ethos of giving, inspired 
by the Arthurian Code of Chivalry, which incorporated the 
notion of service to others. Many of our outreach drives 
involve the Pridwin boys themselves, so the valuable 
life lesson of serving others can be gained even at an early
age.

The boys are asked to donate some of their own pocket 
money to the charity fund in Chapel every Friday. Each term, 
a different charity is selected, rotating between humanitarian 
and animal welfare organisations. The boys vote for the 
charities based on presentations by the Grade 6 
pupils, promoting a selection of causes.

OUTREACH

“We make a living by what 
we get, but we make
a life by what we give.”
– Winston Churchill



Every year, each grade takes on one outreach project. In 
recent years, the grades have donated to Christmas [Shoe 
box] campaigns, cleaned up the surrounding areas and 
Braamfontein Spruit, joined the CEO SleepOut, collected 
water for the drought fund and knitted blankets.

Other whole-school outreach projects range from the annual 
Fun Run, held entirely for the purpose of raising money for 
the Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital Burn Unit, and the 
refurbishment and dissemination of second-hand sports kit, 
to clothing drives and stationery collection at the end of each
year.
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ACADEMIC

In the Junior Prep, our approach to learning is varied and 
takes into consideration the different ways in which young 
children learn and develop. This includes the understanding 
that children possess individual learning styles, process
information differently, develop at their own rate and require 
support from their teachers that is suited to their needs. In 
addition, we aim to create effective learning environments, 
where pupils can feel valued and in which they are encouraged 
to become aware of their own thinking processes, as well as
strategies they can master for future academic success.

We understand that learning and thinking is essentially an 
active process, in which children are continually building 
on their nascent ideas about the world around them, and 
developing ever more complex ideas, which they explore 
through their play and classroom learning. We are inspired by
some of the practices of the Reggio Emilia schools in northern 
Italy and the philosophy that children should play some part 
in their own learning journey.

We also take into account the results of recent research in 
the fields of education and neuroscientific studies into brain 
development and learning. Through the grades, we focus on 
ensuring the consolidation of underlying skills and strategies 
and make use of various tools to develop creative and critical 
thinking. Our mission is to develop boys that are confident, 
creative and can communicate effectively, and we use subject 
content as a vehicle to teach these vital life skills.



At Pridwin, each boy is challenged and encouraged to 
reach his potential through a range of activities. Learning 
and innovation skills are increasingly being recognised and 
developed. Our vision is to prepare our boys adequately for 
the high schools of their choice and also to produce boys that 
are confident, creative and effective communicators.

Pridwin endeavours to attract highly qualified, motivated and 
dedicated teachers. In Grades 4 and 5, the emphasis is on 
nurturing and therefore the class teacher is mostly responsible 
for learning. From Grade 6, the boys are exposed to specialist
teachers where the emphasis is on subject teaching.

We offer the following subjects in the Senior Prep:

English as 1st language
Afrikaans and Zulu as 1st additional languages
Mathematics
General Science
Social Science (History and Geography combined)
Robotics
Art
Music
Computers

In addition to these subjects, Life Skills such as entrepreneurial 
opportunities, problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration, 
IT, developing self esteem and study skills round off 
the holistic curriculum. Remedial assistance is also available
on campus.
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CULTURE

Music
Pridwin places special emphasis on music education. Within 
the music department, boys are exposed to three tiers of 
music: class music, ensemble performance and 
individual music tuition.

Class music
Class music takes place twice a week from Grade 0 to Grade 
6. During one of these weekly classes, the boys are exposed 
to Western music practices, such as the Orff Approach and 
the Music Room syllabus. Boys learn the basics of notation 
reading, improvisation and composition and are taught about
various musical styles. They are encouraged to collaborate 
in small class performances, using the styles and techniques 
they are learning at the time. In addition to the class music 
lessons, optional group music theory classes are available for 
boys from Grade 4 upwards. These sessions are used to
prepare boys to write external theory exams set by the 
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music or 
Trinity College London.

Ensemble performance
The music department highly values ensemble musicianship. 
The school has a wide variety of ensembles, including three 
jazz bands, junior choir (compulsory for all Grade 3 and 4 
boys), senior choir, string ensembles, drum lines and brass
ensembles. In addition, the school has a unique African 
ensemble, performing on instruments sourced from 
around Africa.



Individual Music Tuition
Pridwin offers individual music tuition as an extracurricular 
option to all boys. Specialist teachers provide individual 
tuition for piano, guitar, bass, drums and singing, as well as 
most string, woodwind and brass instruments. Group tuition is
also offered for marimba and African drumming. Music lessons 
take place throughout the day, with boys having rotating 
lesson times from Grade 2 upwards. A weekly timetable is 
sent out in advance so that parents, pupils and staff are aware 
of the new lesson times. This ensures that boys do not
miss the same class every week and lessens the impact on the 
boys’ academic subjects.

Chess
The school fields Junior and Senior chess teams. This is a 
popular activity, with many boys attending the 
weekly practices and matches against other schools.

Dramatic performances
Pridwin’s annual productions are among the highlights of the 
year. Every boy is given the opportunity to participate, with 
the guidance of experienced and talented staff. Informal class
productions and the annual speech festival provide
a platform for confident dramatic expression.
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SPORTS

Our team sports (rugby, cricket, soccer, tennis and hockey) 
are played in grades and our individual sports (swimming,
cross country and athletics) in age groups.

At Pridwin Preparatory School we aim to
encourage participation and skills development rather than an 
attitude of winning at all costs, Boys are naturally competitive, 
they simply need to be given the skills to develop their innate 
abilities.

• Play a range of different sports for balanced physical 
   development. Boys at this age should be given a taste of 
   a variety of sports codes in order to choose and specialise 
   later in high school. Our policy is not to channel them into 
   a particular sport.

• Develop character, humility and social and moral skills 
   through our sports programme.

• Focus on the development of physical, cognitive and 
   emotional aptitude emphasise hard work, exemplary 
   sportsmanship, discipline, good behaviour, excellent 
   manners and enjoyment.



THANK
YOU
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PHYSICAL ADDRESS

Pridwin Preparatory School
St Andrew Street
Melrose
2196
Gauteng
South Africa


