
P a g e  | 1 

 

 
 
 

       
 

     NEWSLETTER 8 

               6 MARCH 2018 

 

CONTENT 

 

Upcoming Events       2 

Headmaster’s Desk      3 

Menu         4 

School Shop        5 

Rugby Friday       5   

Junior Prep News       6 

Senior Prep News       6 

The Pridwin Car Park      6 

Cycle Test Study Information     7 

Outreach        7 

Sport’s Desk       8 

Music Department News     9 

Blingo Bingo       10 

Music & Library Opening Celebration    11 

Advertisement        12   

   

CONTACT US 

PRIDWIN PREPARATORY SCHOOL   

Physical Address:    Tel:  011 788 1116                                              
St Andrew Street    email: admin@pridwin.co.za   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH 
13h00 Gr 2 Parent information session 
18h00 Chatterbox at St John’s 
 

THURSDAY 8 MARCH 
09h00 Gr 5 outing to Melville Koppies  
 

FRIDAY 9 MARCH 
 Rugby Friday   
08h30  Cycle tests (Gr 5 Zulu & 6 EZF; Gr 7 SOCS) 
10h30 Gr 0 Grandparents concert 
14h00  Choir camp departs 
 

SUNDAY 11 MARCH 
14h00 Choir camp returns  
 

MONDAY 12 MARCH 
18h00 Senior Prep Parents information session (Option 1) 
 
 

TUESDAY 13 MARCH 
16h30 Board meeting  
 

WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 
14h15 Athletics at St Peter’s   
 

THURSDAY 15 MARCH 
10h30 Gr 0 & 1 tea time concert  
13h00 Gr 2 lunch hour concert 
18h00 Senior Prep Parents information session (Option 2) 
 
 

 

Back to the top  
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THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
 

CHAPTER FOUR  
 
Once our boys get into the senior phase of the school we fear that if his grades are not 
good enough and he doesn’t get into the top sports teams he won’t gain entry into the 
type of high school we have in mind for him.  Often what we have in mind is a function of 
where we went, where we believe he will have the best opportunities in life opened for 
him, or our desire to have the best bragging rights over coffee or cocktails with friends.  
So even when our gut is telling us to hold back we push that little bit harder towards the 
desired outcome. 
 
Lythcott-Haims devotes a great deal of space to homework and projects in this chapter, 
explaining how involved parents become in their children’s homework tasks.  One of the 
primary reasons why we at Pridwin wish to minimise homework is that it rarely gets 
completed without parental intervention and input.  If we are to encourage 
independence and autonomous learning behaviours in our boys, how is this achieved by 
tutors or parents doing the work for them? 
 
We, (Pridwin) have recently begun publishing our boys’ assessment results on a parent 
portal online.  This is the digital age and we must move with the times.  Lythcott-Haims 
discusses this at length.  What are the unintended consequences of this progress?  We 
are already experiencing them.  When a boy gets 6/10 for an assignment, the teacher has 
to spend an hour with the mother explaining herself and then explaining what the boy 
should have done in order to get 8/10.   
 
Parents often email teachers to ask that they be kept informed of particular areas of 
progress or lack thereof.  These are benign requests which in isolation are fine, but have 
you ever imagined what it does to the teacher’s workload if she has to email all the 
parents to keep them informed of their sons’ progress.  Somehow we need to strike a 
balance for the teacher’s core responsibility is surely to focus on teaching activities in the 
classroom.   
 
How do we shift the responsibility for learning onto the child?  By notifying parents of 
assessment results online we risk the parent being informed before the child.  What does 
this do to the child’s sense of ownership of his results?  
 
Perhaps we need to achieve a compromise.  There may need to be tight parameters 
around reporting processes online – the frequency at which results are published and a 
clear process of notification.  Already we are becoming aware of the load that a small set 
of overanxious parents place on the teaching staff when they are too frequently given 
access to too much information.  We are also aware that there is no longer a need for a 
written report every term if results are published regularly online.  Eventually we believe 
only one final report needs to be generated at the end of the year.  For now, we will be 
publishing a mid year report. 
 
Reference: How to Raise an Adult – Julie Lythcott-Haims (2015) 
 

Back to the top  
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THIS WEEK’S MENU 

 

THURSDAY 8 MARCH 
Cold chicken breast 

Potato salad 
Coleslaw 

Mixed salad 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 

FRIDAY 9 MARCH 
Pasta with homemade tomato sauce 

or spicy bean, lentil and mushroom sauce 
Salads 

Water/Milk/Fruit 
 
 

MONDAY 12 MARCH 
Fish and chips 

Veg: Halloumi and chips 
Sweet potato chips 

Salads 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 

TUESDAY 13 MARCH 
Spaghetti bolognaise  

Salads 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 
Boerewors & Prego rolls 

(sold by PPA moms) 
 
 

 
 
Back to the top 
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SCHOOL SHOP 
 
School shop will now be open on the following days and times: 
 

07h00 – 08h00: Monday – Friday 
13h00 – 14h00: Wednesday & Friday 
 
 

Back to the top 
 
 

RUGBY FRIDAY 
 
 

 

Rugby Friday starts this week Friday 9th March 2018! 
 

In the run up to the Pridwin Rugby 7s Festival, we would like to encourage rugby “Gees” 
or rugby spirit and will be introducing “Rugby Fridays”. Starting this week Friday 9th  
 
March 2018, and each Friday until the Pridwin 7s event, the boys may come to school in 
black rugby shorts, a Pridwin or 7s rugby jersey, or the Pridwin maroon golf shirts for the 
younger boys. No blazers will be required for Chapel during “Rugby Fridays” and the boys 
may wear their black Pridwin fleece should they be cold. Fun Rugby Gees prizes will be 
handed out at Chapel from this week. 
 
Rugby & 7s jerseys are available for sale at the school shop for R350. 
 
The school shop will be open each morning between 07h00 – 08h00 as well as 
Wednesday and Friday between 13h00 – 14h00 so don’t miss out! 
 
This year promises to be another dynamic Pridwin 7s Rugby Festival as we are proud to 
have Air France on board as our major sponsor for the 2nd year in a row. They have 
generously sponsored a Prize of 2 air tickets to Europe, terms and conditions apply. We 
also have PAV as our Gees Sponsor, donating fun prizes in both the run up and on the 
Day. There will be entertainment for children of all ages including Games Stalls, Jugglers 
on Stilts and the Pridwin Marimba Band. Food Stalls with fresh Craft Beer on tap will also 
be available. 
 
Save the date and come support the Pridwin 7s team while enjoying an exciting and 
festive afternoon! 
 

 
 

Back to the top 
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JUNIOR PREP NEWS 
 

GRADE 0 GRANDPARENTS ASSEMBLY – FRIDAY 9 MARCH 2018 
Grandparents and special friends are invited to join us on Friday 9 March at 10h30 in the 
Auditorium for “An African Dream’ – a presentation by the Grade 0s.  Tea will be served 
afterwards to enable your grandson to show you his classroom and some of the work he 
has completed in his short time at Pridwin. 
 
Back to the top 
 

SENIOR PREP NEWS 
 

ASSESSMENT CHANGES 2018 

 
This year we have made a few changes to the way we report your son’s academic 
progress. Our new administration system, Engage, allows us to communicate ‘live’ 
assessments to you immediately on the portal, therefore giving you the opportunity to 
continuously observe your son’s academic development. Therefore, a decision has been 
taken that formal reports will be handed out twice a year. These semester reports will 
simplify the ‘live’ assessments into a tangible document that can be printed or emailed to 
others. The First Semester Report will be published on 14 June 2018.  
 
Furthermore, Parents’ Evenings will still be held termly to discuss continuous progress 
being made.  
 
To view your son’s academic progress on Engage, please use the following steps: 
Log into you Parent Portal –Pupil Details (where your son’s picture is) – Select View 
Details – Assessments. In the Assessments section you can filter the Academic Year, 
Reporting period and Subject. Once these filters have been set click Go. 
 
Back to the top 
 

THE PRIDWIN CAR PARK 
 
 
We have been alerted to a few problems in the car park. These issues have serious risks 
for the safety of our boys.   We, adults, must take responsibility for the safety of our boys.  
Please observe the following rules in our car park: 
 

1. Drive far slower than normal (20kph) 

2. Keep a good lookout for little people (they make sudden irrational movements) 

3. Do not park your car inside the school at drop off time in the mornings. 

4. Children may not walk through the traffic unattended. 

5. Junior boys, walking in from the street, must walk to the Junior Block on the 

pavement at the Senior Block. 

6. Do not use your cell phone while driving as this can cause you to be distracted.  

 

Back to the top 
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CYCLE TEST STUDY INFORMATION 
 

Friday 16 March 2018 
GRADE 5 – MATHS 

 Number to 100 000 

 Comparing and ordering numbers 

 Number Patterns 

 Rounding and Estimation 

 Factors 

 Multiples 

 Multiplying by a 1 and 2 digit number  

 Dividing by a 1 digit number 

 Angles – Naming and Drawing Angles 
 
GRADE 6 – MATHS 

 Chapter 1: Whole Numbers 

 Chapter 2: Operations of Whole Numbers 

 Solving Word Problems 

 Chapter 3: Fractions and Mixed Numbers 

 Solving Fraction Word Problems 
 
GRADE 7 – MATHS 

 Algebra 

o Using Letters as numbers 
o Simplifying Algebraic Expressions  
o Word Problems  
o Problem Solving  

 Angles in Geometric Figures 
o Finding unknown angles  
o Problem Solving 

 
 
Back to the top 
 
 

OUTREACH 
 
MARCH: BOOK DRIVE 
 

We are starting a charity drive and will be collecting books for all ages.  This will be 
donated to various charities towards the end of the month.  
If you would like to contribute, please drop of your books at the following drop off areas: 
Miss Kuhn’s classroom in the Senior Prep  
Mrs Moir’s classroom in the Junior Prep 
Grade 0 area – next to the lost property box 
 

Back to the top 
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK 

 

ATHLETICS FIXTURES 2018 
 

DATE VENUE EVENT TIME 

14/03 (Wednesday) St Peter’s  Interschool  14h15 

17/03 (Saturday) Pridwin - Venus  Interschool  08h30 

24/03 (Saturday) St Stithian’s Interschool  08h30  

28/03 (Wednesday) Pridwin - Janion/Melville Interhouse  12h30 

04/04 (Wednesday) St David’s Interschool TBC 

 
 
 

ST JOHN’S EASTER RUGBY FESTIVAL FIXTURES 2018 
 

DATE FIXTURE VENUE TIME 

29/03 Pridwin vs St Benedict’s Burger field 09h45 

29/03 Pridwin vs Orchards C Rugby field 15h45 

31/03 Pridwin vs WHPS C Rugby field 09h00 

02/04 Pridwin vs The Ridge Burger field 12h45 
 

 
 

ST STITHIAN’S RUGBY FESTIVAL FIXTURES 2018 
 

DATE FIXTURE VENUE STARTING TIME 

05/04 Pridwin vs KEPS A Field 16h00 

06/04 Pridwin vs HeronBridge A Field 19h00 

07/04 Pridwin vs St Charles B Field 12h00 

07/04 Pridwin vs Umhlali B Field 18h30 

 
Back to the top 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
There are numerous music department events taking place in the second part of this term. 
Please take note of the following: 
 
SENIOR ENSEMBLE CAMP (Senior Choir, Senior Jazz Band, African Ensemble) 

This camp is a compulsory event for all members of the three respective ensembles. Boys 
going on camp will be allowed to come to school in Civvies on the Friday and will need to 
leave their luggage in the Small Hall at 7am. Should you have any queries, please contact 
Ms Labuschagne at karienl@pridwin.co.za.  
 
VENUE:                         Cyara River Lodge, Hekpoort 
DATE DEPARTING:      Friday, 9 March at 14h00 
DATE RETURNING:      Sunday, 11 March ±14h30 
EMERGENCY CONTACT:   Cyara contact person, Irmgarde Kruger (014) 576 1308 / (076) 684 8220 

 
 
SCHOOL MUSIC CONCERTS:  
The school music concerts provide a platform for boys who are learning instruments to 
perform in front of their peers and parents. These concerts take place towards the end of 
each term. Performance at these concerts is not compulsory – the music staff will 
nominate pupils who they feel are ready to perform. A final list of performers for each 
concert is sent out with the music timetable on the Friday before the concerts. Please 
note that all of the marimba groups will be performing at their respective grades’ 
concerts.  
 

 Thursday, 15 March at 10h30 – Grade 0 and 1 Tea-time Concert 
 

 Thursday, 15 March at 13h00 – Grade 2 Lunch Hour Concert (Please note the 
starting time of this concert)  

 

 Tuesday, 20 March – There will be no Grade 5 & 6 Soirees, these have been 
replaced by the opening of the Junior Library and Music Block 

 

 Thursday, 22 March at 12h00 – Grade 3 Lunch Hour Concert 
 

 Tuesday, 27 March at 12h00 – Grade 4 Lunch Hour Concert 
 

 Tuesday, 3 April at 18h00 – Grade 7 Soiree 
 
 
KINGSMEAD ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL  
Tuesday, 27 March at 18h00 – Senior Jazz Band Performance 
The Senior Jazz Band will be participating in this festival at Kingsmead. Boys need to be at 
Kingsmead by no later than 17h45 for tuning. They must be dressed in their summer 
uniform with socks, shoes and blazer. The concert is expected to end at 19h45.  
 
Back to the top 
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BLINGO BINGO 16 MARCH 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bingo is back! Join us for an evening filled with fun, laughter and great company. It’s time 
to play – without the children! 

 
This is what you can expect 

 18h30 arrival to drinks and dinner in your Bling outfit (not compulsory)  

 19h30 let the games begin! 

 Seating will be done in long rows of tables and by grade. There will be no pre-
seating and you can choose your spot at your grade’s table on arrival. 

 Mr Bingo supplies us with a professional set-up and guides us through the 
evening. A giant screen on stage will allow easy participation. 

 On arrival each person receives one bingo board with which you can play the 5 
games included in your entry fee. 

 Additional boards will be on sale on the evening – this will improve your chance of 
winning! 

 There will be 3 additional games played in-between the free games. You will be 
able to buy into these games during the course of the evening and stand a chance 
to win special prizes. 

 Once the bingo has finished we invite you to stay for some music and dancing. 

 There will be a cash bar for which you can pay in cash or sign to account. 
 
Entries are limited so please book your tickets now. The PPA will also be selling tickets in 
the car park next week for your convenience or click here for a booking form.  
 

Don’t miss out!  
 
 
Back to the top 
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MUSIC AND LIBRARY OPENING CELEBRATION 
 

 
 

 
Back to the top  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
Air France South Africa is proud to announce its association with Pridwin and the Pridwin 7’s 
Rugby 2018 competition.   
As added-value, we have put together an exclusive 20% discount offer for Pridwin parents and all 
those attending the Pridwin 7’s competition.  
Click here (hyperlink to the landing page – (http://bit.ly/2HA8UPI) to find out more.  We look 
forward to welcoming you on board in the near future. 
 
 
Strike Zone Sports is ready to kit you out for the RUGBY SEASON! 
Brand New Adidas Range of boots in store RIGHT NOW! 
Boots priced from as little as R649.95.  
Come in a get your mouth guards, scrum caps and shoulder pads. 
Pridwin Pupils qualify for a FURTHER 10% DISCOUNT. 
Check us out on Facebook. 
Contact Paul Jones 0823368705 or the Store 12:30-17:00 Weekdays on 0114470670 
 
 
Tutors @ Your Service 

 For assistance in all school subjects 

 Homework supervision 

 Our tutors come to you 

 For top class tuition 

For top class tuition Contact:  Mandy 082 217 2077   Theresa 083 453 4792 smp@icon.co.za  
www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za 
 
 
CHILD CARE SERVICES - Jozi Cares and Old School Cool offer meticulously screened au pairs who 
are matched to families according to the family’s needs and personalities with the use of 
psychometric testing. We pride ourselves in providing an excellent service as well as the most 
thoroughly screened au pairs in Johannesburg. To find your perfect au pair or for more 
information, please contact us: 011 262 2511 or 071 613 8960 
www.oldschoolcool.co.za www.jozicares.co.za  

 

 

Back to the top 

 
*Pridwin does not necessarily endorse any services advertised* 
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