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THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

I suppose for almost all of us there comes a moment in time when we decide what to do 
with our lives and we begin our journey on a particular career path. For me that moment 
in time happened in matric at the age of sixteen. I was keen to follow in my father’s 
footsteps and join the clergy. During a Youth Fellowship programme early in that year I 
consulted one of my father’s colleagues. I wanted to know what I needed to do to achieve 
my goal. He gave me some very simple but sage advice. He told me that I needed a little 
more life experience! How was I to get that? I was teaching in the Sunday School and 
quite enjoyed that. I asked him whether teaching would give me that experience and he 
replied that indeed it would. And here I am, over 40 years later in a profession that has 
given me much joy and fulfilment. 
 
When I went to university it quickly became apparent that not all chosen career options 
were accorded equal status. George Bernard Shaw was often quoted: “Those who can do 
and those who can’t teach!” Yes it is true that teaching has, over the years, attracted its 
fair share of candidates that would align with Shaw’s perception. In Apartheid days, when 
I taught white students at the Johannesburg College of Education, we were accepting 
students into teaching with Matric averages of 40%. I don’t know if Shaw was 
exceptionally unlucky or simply incredibly arrogant because I have been enormously 
privileged to have encountered many, many extraordinarily talented teachers, who have 
not only made a difference in my own life but in the lives of so many of the children I 
have worked with over the years.  
 
By far the greater majority of the children we work with are a joy and an inspiration. We 
have a saying in our industry that there are no problem children, only problem … I will 
leave it to you to complete the sentence. Working with children is certainly not a simple 
task. Every child has a unique personality with a unique approach to life and if every child 
is accorded the dignity and worth that they deserve, they require an education that brings 
out the best in them. No child has the same ability as another to concentrate and absorb 
information. No child has the same ability as another to make meaning of that 
information and produce an original piece of work. Think about it for a moment. What 
level of skill is required of the teacher to achieve the ideal balance between learning, 
enjoyment, order and achievement in the classroom? The teacher also operates in an 
ever changing environment. Technology and knowledge is transforming so rapidly that 
good schools must ensure that their teaching staff are continuously involved in 
development programmes. Ever considered why we give teachers so much recovery time 
between academic terms? 
 
Tomorrow is World Teacher’s Day. Please don’t feel sorry for us but we would appreciate 
a hug! 
 
Back to the top  
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PUPIL NEWS 

 

CLASS HONOURS: 
 

GRADE 1A 
Paul Tebeila 
Ben Arnott 
 

GRADE 1K 
Shiv Parbhoo 
Mikhil Patel 

GRADE 5H 
Rowan Cox 
Gabriel Till 

 
Congratulations to Ethan Van Der Merwe on being selected to participate at The South 
African Junior Chess Championship in January 2018.  

 
 

Congratulations to Sebatiano Banchetti for winning the Gold Solo voice motion in Grade 
7 at the Eisteddfod.  Well done! 
 
Back to the top  

 

OLD BOYS NEWS 

 
Congratulations to Tutty Faber for receiving his Academic Honours for the second time 
and he was also awarded colours & cap for rugby at St Stithian’s. 
 

An old boy, Connor O’Flaherty, recently emigrated to Dubai and has now applied for 

admission into Harrow School.  Mrs O’Flaherty sent us an email and we quote:  

“We flew to Harrow 2 weeks ago and Connor had to write the Harrow Test which involved 
a 1 and a half hour computerized Maths and English assessment followed by a 20 minute 
English composition. Thereafter he was interviewed by a housemaster and another senior 
member of staff. The feedback after his interviews was great and apparently he came 
across as passionate and enthusiastic. 
 

The great news is that he has been offered a place for Year 9 to start in September 2018. 
To top it all off he went for a cricket assessment with the Harrow cricket professional, 
Stephen Jones (also a South African) and the master in charge of cricket Robin Martin-
Jenkins. He has also been offered an Outstanding Talent Scholarship for cricket. 
 
Connor met another South African boy at Harrow, Max Ferreira who has been in the UK 
since the age of 3. However his older brother was apparently a Pridwin boy and currently 
plays for the Harrow cricket 1st team.  
 
There are 2 other boys that I know of at Harrow from Pridwin – Rahul Shah and Michael 
Chiimba so Pridwin really has a proud tradition of feeding boys to Harrow.” 
 

Back to the top  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER 

14h00 Hockey vs St Stithian’s 
18h00 Louise Stofberg Talk: Play – the work of children 
 
 

FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER 
08h30 Cycle tests (Gr 5 & 6 Creative writing, Gr 7 Maths) 
 
 

SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER 
09h00 PPA Fun Day 
 
 

MONDAY 9 OCTOBER 
14h00 Interhouse hockey (Gr 3-6) 
16h30 Chess vs St Stithian’s Girls (at St Stithian’s) 
 

 

TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 
07h30 Board finance meeting 
14h00 Interhouse hockey (Gr 7) 
18h00 SAALED Dinner: (Prof Jansen) 
19h00 The Ridge Choir Festival 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 11 OCTOBER 
12h00 Gr 6 & 7 speech festival 
 
 

THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 
18h00 Gr 4 compulsory parents meeting (small hall) 
 
 

FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER 
08h30 Cycle tests (Gr 5-7 English) 
10h30 Gr 0 & 1 dress rehearsal  
14h15 Gala at The Ridge & APPS 
 

 

Back to the top  
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LUNCH MENU 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER 
Boerewors & Prego rolls 

(sold by PPA moms) 
 
 

THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER 
Sticky Chicken Drumsticks 

Potato Wedges 
Vegetarian Pasta Pockets 

Mixed salad 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 

FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER 
Chicken Burger 

Vegetarian Burger 
Water/Milk/Surprise 

 
 

MONDAY 9 OCTOBER 
Fish/Fish Fingers and Chips 

Vegetarian Fingers 
Salads 

Water/Milk/Fruit 
 
 

TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 
Pasta with 3 Cheeses 

Mixed Salad 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 

 
 
 
 
Back to the top  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 
GRADE 0 & 1 CONCERT 
The concert preparations are well under way and are coming together nicely. Your boys 
are working very hard to put on a performance worthy of acclaim and to do justice to our 
musical memories. The performances will take place on 16th and 17th of October at 
18h00.  Tickets are sold out.  
 
The dress rehearsal will take place on Friday 13 October during school hours. This 
performance is an opportunity for the rest of the school to watch the concert. For the 
dress rehearsal the Grade 0s and 1s are expected to arrive at school with basic makeup 
applied (see diagram below). The teachers will add any additional make up for the 
professional photographs that will be taken during the dress rehearsal.  
 
For the evening performance, the children should be dropped off in their classroom at 
17h15 with basic make up applied. So as to ensure the energy and enthusiasm needed, it 
is advisable to free up their afternoon so that the boys can have a rest before returning to 
school. Please also ensure that your son has had something to eat and drink before 
arriving back at school.  
 
When dropping your son, we request that you do not linger in the classroom as this 
interferes with the teachers’ preparation and organisation of the children. A cash bar will 
be open in the foyer of the auditorium from 17h15.  
 
 
The concert is about an hour and a half, which means it is a fairly late night for the young 
boys. If your morning schedule allows, you may leave your son to sleep in. Please have 
them at school by 9h00. Teachers will be at school as normal for those who arrive at the 
usual starting time.  
 
Photographs taken during the dress rehearsal will also be on display and can be 
purchased on the evening. The price per photo is R40 or there is a special of “buy 3 get 1 
free”. Payment can be made in cash, or you can use the snapscan app to pay by credit 
card. Please note that in order to use Snapscan, you NEED to have this app downloaded 
on your smartphone. For any further enquiries, please contact Eprints on 011 6464387.  
 
A DVD of the concert can be ordered through the school. The cost of a single DVD is R150. 
Please email your class teacher if you would like to purchase a copy/copies. The cost will 
be debited to your account. 
 
GRADE 2 & 3 CONCERT PHOTOS 
For anyone who missed the sale of the photos at the “Much ado about Shakespeare”, 
Eprints have uploaded them onto their website where they can be viewed, and or orders 
can be placed. www.eprints.co.za, click on start here, the access code is Pridwin.  Click on 
the relevant sub gallery and all the photos can be seen.  To place an order please click on 
the photo you wish to order and a price list will come up.  If you have any further queries 
in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact eprints on 011 6464387 

 

Back to the top  
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CYCLE TESTS 

 

Friday 13 October 2017 
 

GRADE 5 – ENGLISH 
 Figures of Speech – Alliteration, Personification, Onomatopoeia 

 Prepositions 

 Comprehension 
 
 
GRADE 6 – ENGLISH  

 Visual literacy 

 Poem analysis 

 Parts of speech 

 Types of sentences 
 Direct & indirect speech 

 
 
GRADE 7 – ENGLISH 

 Comprehension 

 Parts of Speech 

 Figures of Speech 

 Punctuation  

 Sentence Structure 

 Direct and Indirect Speech 
 
Back to the top  

 

DADS’ AND LADS’ WEEKEND 

 

Pridwin dads and lads have for many years made the mid-term break in October their 
own.  This year’s getaway takes place in the beautiful region of Clarens in the Eastern Free 
State. Warren Howarth, the organiser of this year’s event, invites all fathers and their 
sons in Grades 4 - 7 to contact him for details.  The expected cost is approximately R2000 
per person.  
 
For further information contact Warren on:-  
Email: warrenmhowarth@gmail.com            Cell: 083 648 2272 
 
 
Back to the top  
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 

SAMRO Hubert van der Spuy National Music Competition 

Congratulations to Hlangalethu Radebe who participated at the SAMRO Hubert van der 
Spuy National Music Competition last week. Hlanga is one of 51 children between the 
ages of 6 and 13 who were selected nationally to participate. Of these, 26 were pianists. 
The standard of this competition is exceptionally high and Hlanga stepped up to the mark. 
His performances were exceptional and he was a true ambassador for Pridwin. Well done, 
Hlanga! 

 
Pridwin Fun Day – Saturday, 7 October 
The Music Department will be featuring at the Fun Day this year. The Senior Jazz Band will 
perform at 12h00, and the Marimba Groups and African Ensemble will make up a second 
timeslot at 14h00. The boys do not need to be dressed in their uniforms for this event.  
 

The Ridge Choir Festival (Senior Choir) – Tuesday, 10 October: 19h00 
The Pridwin Senior Choir will be participating in The Ridge Choir Festival on Tuesday, 10 
October. There will be a rehearsal of the massed items before the concert. Boys are 
expected to arrive at The Ridge at 17h00 dressed in their Choir uniforms for the rehearsal, 
which will start at 17h15. Please note that Pridwin will not be providing transport for this 
event as there will be no rehearsal at school on this day, boys may be collected at 15h15. 
The actual performance will start at 19h00 and is expected to end at approximately 
20h20.  
 
Back to the top  

 

 

FUNDRAISING VULEKA/ST VINCENT SCHOOLS 

 

A Pridwin parent is hosting a Charity Poker Evening in Sandton on Thursday, 26 October 
2017. The beneficiary of the evening is the Vulnerable Children and Orphans Fund at 
Vuleka Schools. For each Pridwin parent that participates, part of the funds raised will go 
to St Vincent’s School.  Even if you are not an avid or particularly good poker player, this is 
primarily a fun evening, with prizes for everyone and some professionally hosted poker to 
go with it.  
 
For further details please contact Matthew Arnott directly on 083 607 0608 or 
matthewa.arnott@gmail.com    
 

Back to the top  
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK 

 

                                                           NO SPORT 
Saturday 7 October 2017 

 
 

INTERHOUSE HOCKEY 
Monday 9 October 2017 - Grade 3 – 6 

Tuesday 10 October 2017 - Grade 7 
 

Interhouse hockey fixtures will take place during normal sport time. Boys to bring their 
house t-shirts, mouth guards and black shorts. 

 
  

HOCKEY VS ST BENEDICT’S 

Saturday 14 October 2017 
 

TEAM VENUE TIME 

Grade 3A Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 08h30 

Grade 3B Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 09h00 

Grade 3C Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 08h30 

Grade 3D  Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 09h00 

Grade 3 Pakistan  Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 09h30 

Grade 3 India Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 10h00 

Grade 3 Netherlands Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 09h30 

Grade 4A               Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 11h30 

Grade 4B Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 11h00 

Grade 4C Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 11h30 

Grade 4D Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 11h00 

Grade 4 Germany Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 10h30 

Grade 4  Brazil  Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 10h00 

Grade 4  Portugal Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 10h30 

Grade 5A Home - Wanderers 11h25 

Grade 5B Home - Wanderers 10h50 

Grade 5C Home - Wanderers 10h15 

Grade 5D Home - Wanderers 09h40 

Grade 5E Home - Wanderers 09h05 

Grade 6A Away – St Benedict’s 11h00 

Grade 6B Away – St Benedict’s 09h40 

Grade 6C Away – St Benedict’s 09h05 

Grade 6D vs Grade 6E Home – Pridwin/St Vincent Astro 11h50 

Grade 7A Away – St Benedict’s 11h45 

Grade 7B Away – St Benedict’s 10h15 

Grade 7C Away – St Benedict’s 08h30 

 

Back to the top  
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FUN DAY ORDER FORM 

Click here for the Fun Day programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pridwin.co.za/uploads/Pridwin-Fun-Day-Information.pdf


P a g e  | 11 

 

PLAY - THE WORK OF CHILDREN 

 

Junior Parents are invited to a talk by Pridwin Occupational Therapist, Louise Stofberg this 
evening, 4 October from 18h00 – 19h00 in the multi-purpose room (New Wing, Junior 
Block). 
 
Play is critical to the emotional, social and academic development of children. Louise 
Stofberg, describes free play as being child-directed, child-initiated and child-controlled, 
where children create, govern and evolve the game and rules - just for the sake of fun. 
Herein they learn lessons and skills that form the foundation on which to build in the 
classroom. Free play encourages experimentation, developing creative thinking, planning 
and problem solving skills, tests boundaries and encourages risk taking. Through free play 
children develop social skills including leadership, negotiation, conflict management, 
flexibility and empathy. Importantly it also develops physical strength, gross motor skills 
and endurance, all of which have a direct influence on classroom performance.   
 

Please join us to learn more on this important topic and to help ensure that your children 
get enough of it!  
 

Back to the top  

 

SAALED INVITATION 

 

Dinner with  
Professor Jonathan Jansen 

 

“Decolonizing inclusiveness: what does it mean to be inclusive in a divided 
country?” 

 

Tuesday 10 October 2017, 18:00 
Registration fee R375.00 per person 

 
Pridwin Preparatory School St Andrew Street, Melrose, Johannesburg  

Register now! Download the registration form here. 
Secure parking will be available 

 
Please complete the registration form and email this, together with proof of payment, 
to Jean James-Smith – administrator@saaled.org.za 
 

For more details please contact SAALED at 
administrator@saaled.org.za 

 

Visit the SAALED website          

 
Back to the top  

http://saaled.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=afb02dd1728880107f8aad80b&id=7b44ad1be4&e=d78347e8bc
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

 
#FlyMeToDisneylandParis 
Experience the magic of Disneyland® Paris!  
Book a new return flight online with Air France from Johannesburg or Cape Town by September 
29th and you could qualify for a 20% discount on your airticket and a free Disneyland® Paris 
entry ticket.  
This limited offer is for travel between now and February 28th 2018. T’s and C’s apply.  
Find out more click here:  http://bit.ly/2xK5fxd  
 
 

CABANA BEACH UMHLANGA TIMESHARE TO LET: 30 December 2017 to 6 January 2018 
(week 52). 2 Bed 6 sleeper unit available at this iconic resort. Fully serviced and all day 
entertainment for the kids. Ideally located on the Umhlanga beachfront. It’s the perfect 
December family beach holiday! Call Rajeev on 0829242310. 
 
 
At Salt-Events we are here to create extraordinary moments for you, from private in-home 
events, special occasions, corporate events, to personal style and designer consultations – with 
access to some of the country’s best talent and rising stars. 
We will take care of all your catering, design, décor, guest management and event production, 
from concept to creation, tailor-made to your every detail. Creating breath-taking experiences 
and exclusive events, with excellence and convenience to you.   Salt-Events, adding more taste 
and flavour to create the finest events.   www.salt-events.com 
 
 
Child Care Services - Jozi Cares and Old School Cool offer meticulously screened au pairs who are 
matched to families according to the family’s needs and personalities with the use of 
psychometric testing. We prides itself in providing an excellent service as well as the most 
thoroughly screened au pairs in Johannesburg. To find your perfect au pair or for more 
information, please contact us: 011 262 2511 or 071 613 8960 
www.oldschoolcool.co.za www.jozicares.co.za  
 
 
Nomabutho is looking for a job as a full time nanny.  She is hard working and very good with her 
organising home functions.  Please contact her on 073 856 0787 or 074 506 2642 
 
 
Tutors @ Your Service 

 For assistance in all school subjects 

 Homework supervision 

 Our tutors come to you 

For top class tuition Contact:  Mandy 082 217 2077   Theresa 083 453 4792 
www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za 
 
 

*Pridwin does not necessarily endorse any services advertised* 
 

Back to the top 
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