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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH 
14h00 Cricket vs KEPS  
17h00 Tour de Maths - St Stithian's 
 

THURSDAY 5 MARCH 
08h00 Grade 2 Outing to Greensleeves 
14h00 Cricket vs KEPS 
18h00 Parent Talk: Megan de Beyer 
18h00 Pridwin Community Drinks 
 

FRIDAY 6 MARCH 
08h30 Cycle tests (Gr 5 Science; Gr 6 SOCS; Gr 7 SAL) 
08h30 Grade 0 Open Classroom 
14h15 Galas: A50M @ Pridwin; B25M @ St David’s  & C25M @ The Ridge 
 

SATURDAY 7 MARCH 
08h00 Cricket vs KEPS 
 

MONDAY 9 MARCH 
Senior Prep Numeracy week starts 
Visual & Auditory Screening 
 

TUESDAY 10 MARCH 
Visual & Auditory Screening 
18h00 Chatterbox @ APPS 
 

WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH 
Visual & Auditory Screening 
13h00 Parent interviews (Gr 0-3) 
14h00 Cricket vs St Peter’s 
 

THURSDAY 12 MARCH 
06h00 Secret Sunrise 
13h00 Parent interviews (Gr 0-3) 
14h00 Cricket vs St Peter’s 
 

FRIDAY 13 MARCH 
08h30 Cycle tests (Gr 5 English; Gr 6 FAL; Gr 7 Maths) 
14h00 Senior Ensemble camp departs 
 

SATURDAY 14 MARCH 
08h00 Cricket vs Lynnwood (Gr 3A, 3B & 4A, 4B) No sport Gr 5-7 

 
 

 

Back to the top  
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THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
 
What do I really want for my children? 
 
Have you ever considered what it is that we as parents really want for our children?  Could it be fame 
and fortune, or perhaps trophies and great academic achievements?  We may want them to be great 
sportsmen or grow successful business careers. 
 
As a young boy my parents sent me to catechism classes.  I must confess I do not remember much 
about those classes except that they were pretty boring.  A memory that does remain is a possible 
reason why we were put on this earth: “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him 
forever.” The notion of enjoying life has stuck with me from childhood and has been in sharp contrast 
with the self-flagellation that is often part of our Christianity.  If we are to achieve the Pridwin mission, 
which is to unlock the potential of every boy so that they can one day make a difference in the world, 
it is essential that our boys learn to be happy and enjoy life despite the difficulties that they are sure 
to encounter from time to time.  
 
There is much evidence to indicate that happy people are more successful in their careers and in their 
social lives.  They also experience better health and longevity. If this is so important why is it that we 
so frequently struggle to find happiness?  Research indicates that there are three components to 
happiness:  

 Genetic factors account for about 50% of our happiness quotient.  Some people are optimistic 
by nature and predisposed to being happy whilst others have a tendency to be negative. 

 Environmental factors account for about 10%.  This has a relatively small effect and more 
often than not we have very little control over our environment. 

 Intentional activity accounts for the remaining 40%.  This implies activities and actions which 
we intentionally choose to do, but like new year’s resolutions they are easy to devise but 
much harder to implement. 
 

Dr Edward Hallowell has written a book entitled The Childhood Roots of Adult Happiness which 
sketches a plan to help children discover their strength and inspiration for life.  He believes that 
parents and teachers can greatly increase their children’s and students’ potential happiness by 
instilling attitudes and values which, on the surface may seem insignificant, but in actual fact are very 
important: inner qualities like optimism, a “never say die” attitude, playfulness, and connectedness 
(the feeling of being part of something larger than yourself).  I aim to discuss his views in my 
newsletter in the weeks ahead in our quest, as the Pridwin community, to raise and educate our boys. 
 
Traditional advice urges parents and teachers to instil discipline and a strong work ethic in our children 
which may backfire when implemented, as children often do the opposite or comply joylessly, often 
for the rest of their lives.  This is not to say that discipline and hard work are not important.  Hallowell 
contends that how you achieve these goals is key.  He suggests that the engine of a happy life runs 
better on the power of connection and play than on the power of fear and guilt.  He also firmly 
believes that happiness is not a result of what happens to people but is a choice and results from 
intentional activity. 
 
References: 
Hallowell, E. 2002. The Childhood Roots of Adult Happiness. London: Random House  
Montier, S. in, The Sunday Times. 16 January 2005 

 
Back to the top  
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APRIL 2020 HOLIDAY CLUB 
 

We are all set to initiate our first holiday club from 14 April- 1 May. The operating hours of 
the club will be 8am to 4pm.  The holiday club will be open to Pridwin boys, their sisters 
and/or younger siblings (4 years and older).  
 
Our holiday club strives to achieve a balance between structured activities and free play. 
Structured activities may include arts and crafts, baking, technology, shows and games. We 
will also be inviting sports coaches to take a daily session and will be weaving in some free 
time in the swimming pool. The finer details of the daily programme will be worked out based 
on the enrolments to cater to the interests of those attending.  
 
Snacks and lunch will be provided during the course of the day. You may supplement this with 
additional snacks based on the eating habits of your son. Parents can select whether they 
wish to enrol their child(ren) for the entire holiday, per week or on daily basis.  
 
Please note the holiday club will be offered at a rate of R190 per day or R850 per week.  If you 
would like your child to attend the club kindly click here to complete the enrolment form and 
email it to Sabah Amer at sabaha@pridwin.co.za or alternatively give it to your son’s class 
teacher.  We will also happily accept children at shorter notice, provided we have enough 
staff members to safely supervise the numbers in attendance that day. Please contact the 
following number to enquire about space for those days: 082 863 0313.  
 
Back to the top   
 
 

GRADE 0-3 PERFORMANCE PREVIEW 
 

Teachers have been tracking your son’s progress as they transitioned into the new grade and 
through the first half of the term. This is a critical time for the teachers to get an 
understanding of where each boy is at. This knowledge is important as they support, 
accommodate and extend for each pupil.  
 
Current performance in a host of areas can be viewed on Engage. Progress has been 
measured against the following keys:  
 
KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING PROGRESS GRADE 0 
STILL DEVELOPING: Is beginning to show and develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 
required of the learning area but is yet to meet the age related expectations. 
 
AGE APPROPRIATE:  Has demonstrated a secure understanding of the knowledge and skills 
required of the learning area as compared to age related expectations. 
 
EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS: All the requirements for the learning area have been achieved. He is 
working at a greater depth within the expectations for his age and can apply the knowledge 
and skills in new and unfamiliar situations. 
 
Continued on page 5... 
 
 

https://www.pridwin.co.za/uploads/Holiday-club-enrolment-form.pdf
mailto:sabaha@pridwin.co.za
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KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING PROGRESS GRADE 1-3 
EMERGING: Is beginning to show some of the knowledge, skills and understanding required of 
the learning area. 
 
TRANSITIONING: Is still developing some of the knowledge and skills required to demonstrate 
a secure understanding of the learning area. 
 
ACHIEVING: Has demonstrated a secure understanding of all expectations in the learning 
area. 
 
MASTERING: Has demonstrated a secure understanding of all expectations in the learning 
area and is able to use and apply his knowledge, skills and understanding in known contexts. 
 
EXTENDING: Has exceeded all expectations in this learning area and is independently able to 
identify when to use and apply his knowledge, skills and understanding in a range of contexts. 
 
It is important to note that performance is reviewed against a new set of expectations from 
the previous grade, as new skills are taught and greater complexity is scaffoled into previously 
learned skills. It is therefore probable that performance criteria will be lower on the scale. 
This is normal and not indicative of regression, but rather the typical cycle of learning where 
one grapples with new concepts before they become automatic.  
 
This cycle can be explained by using the analogy of learning to ride a bike. Once a child is 
confident riding with fairy wheels, these can be removed. Now he has to learn to balance and 
in doing so, he may for a time become less confident steering or using the breaks effectively 
during the transition. Once he has learnt to balance, these other skills fall back into place and 
improve and he can be said to have achieved the skill of riding a bike. It is rare, but not 
impossible that when the wheels are taken off, he speeds off confidently, perhaps managing a 
few obstacles, demonstrating his mastery of the skill. It is even less common that he climbs on 
the bike and wheelies down the road, exceeding all expectations we may have set for him. 
And let us not forget the few children who are just not yet ready to lose the fairy wheels. 
Given a little extra time, practice and coaching, they too will learn to ride.  
 
Click here for instructions to view the assessment columns. It would be useful to view this 
prior to your parent interview. Difficulties accessing the system can be directed to Greg Smith 
– itsupport@pridwin.co.za   
 
We look forward to seeing you next week to discuss your son’s  progress. 
 
 
 
Back to the top   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pridwin.co.za/uploads/Viewing-your-sons-progress-on-Engage.pdf
mailto:itsupport@pridwin.co.za
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CYCLE TESTS 
 

Friday 13 March 2020 
 
GRADE 5 ENGLISH 

 Comprehension Skills  

 Parts of Speech 

 Types of Sentences 

 Figures of Speech  

 Punctuation  
 
 
GRADE 6 FAL – ZULU 

 Siyakhuluma  

 Indlela Ephikayo Yamanje  (Present Negative  Form)  

 Imisho ngezithombe (Picture Sentences)   

 Indaba (Ekhaya lakwaNdlovu ) 

 Izingcezu Zenkulumo (Parts of Speech)  

 Ubunye / Ubuningi  (Noun Classes / Singular and Plurals)  

 Page 27 ((Nga and Nge)  
 
 
GRADE 6 FAL – AFRIKAANS 

 Nommers en Getalle 

o Telwoorde (bl. 7) 

 Tyd (bl.8) 

 Lettergrepe 

 Verlede Tyd met Tydwoorde 

 Toekomende Tyd met Tydwoorde 

 Voegwoorde (bl. 36) 

 Trappe van Vergelyking (bl. 18) 
 
 

GRADE 7 - MATHS  
 Algebra 

o Using letters to represent numbers 
o Evaluating algebraic expressions  
o Simplifying algebraic expressions  
o Solving word problems  
o Put on your thinking cap  

 Fractions  
o Dividing a fraction by a whole number 
o Dividing by a proper fraction  
o Solving word problems 
o Put on your thinking cap 

 
Back to the top   
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NUMERACY WEEK – SENIOR PREP 
 
Numeracy week for the senior primary is taking place from 9-13 March 2020. We have many 
exciting activities planned for the boys. We are collapsing the curriculum and boys will be 
involved in Mathematics games, STEAM, Maths Olympiads and Art.  
 
We are planning an Art-Maths experience with the Grade 4-7 boys where they will be using 
coat hangers and cable ties to construct modular geometric structures (in reference to artist 
Gordon Froud’s wall hung coat-hanger ‘Tessellations’).  Rather than purchasing new coat 
hangers, we think this is a super ‘up-cycling’ opportunity. If you have spare plastic, or wire 
coat hangers, please bring them to the Art room. There will be a collection point outside the 
classroom.  
 
We are also planning a mathematical weaving activity that requires plastic bags that you 
would get from your local supermarket, such as Pick n Pay, Woolworths and Checkers. Please 
do not go out and buy any new plastic bags, as this will go against the up-cycling attempt we 
are trying to instil in the boys. There will be a collection point outside Mrs Strugnell’s 
classroom.    
 
 
Back to the top   
 
 

OLD BOYS NEWS 
 
We would like to congratulate the following boys on their high school achievements  
  

Kofi Asumaning - Grade 8 was placed third overall. Kofi was also awarded the Sir Henry 
Strakosch Internal Scholarship awarded to the boy in each grade with the best combined 
mark for Maths and Science during the previous academic year. 
 
Reuben Baldry - Grade 9 was placed first overall. Reuben’s place in the South African 
Individual Debating and Public Speaking team, which will compete in the World 
Championships in Brisbane in late June, has also been confirmed. 
 
 
 
Back to the top   
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THIS WEEK’S MENU 

 

 
THURSDAY 5 MARCH 

Beef Lasagne 
Vegetable Lasagne 

Savoury Rice 
 ‘Build Your Own’ Salad 

 
FRIDAY 6 MARCH 

Chinese Chicken Stir fry 
Vegetable Stir Fry 

Savoury Rice 
 ‘Build Your Own’ Salad 

 
MONDAY 9 MARCH 
BBQ Chicken Pizza 
Margherita Pizza 

Savoury Rice 
 ‘Build Your Own’ Salad 

 
TUESDAY 10 MARCH 

Beef and Vegetable Pie 
Lentil Pie 

 ‘Build Your Own’ Salad 
 

WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH 
Pizza Slices 

Chicken Nuggets 
Hot Dogs 

Chips 

 
Back to the top 
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK 

 
PLEASE NOTE ALL FIXTURES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
For midweek fixtures, transport is provided by the school to and from venues. Boys may be 
collected by their parents from the venue provided they inform their coach. Buses will return 
to school after the final fixtures have been played. Estimated times of arrival at Pridwin are 
approximately 30 minutes after departure from the venue and dependent on traffic 
conditions.  
 
Midweek Cricket fixtures will end at approximately 17h00/17h30. 
Friday galas (B and C Teams) will end at approximately 15h30. The A team will end at 
approximately 16h00.  
 
All Coaches contact details appear on the weekly team lists.  The school will notify you if 
matches and practices are cancelled. 
 

SWIMMING FIXTURES – TERM 1 
 

DATE  VENUE FOR A50M VENUE FOR B25M    VENUE FOR C25M  

06/03 Pridwin St David’s   The Ridge 

16/03 Grade 3-7 Interhouse Gala   

20/03 St David’s St John’s   Pridwin 

27/03 (Prestige) St David’s (Prestige) St David’s  

 
 

CRICKET VS KEPS 
Wednesday 4 March & Thursday 5 March 2020 

 

TEAMS DATE VENUE STARTING TIME 

Gr 4A 04/03 Home - Melville 14h15 

Gr 4D 04/03 Away - Astro 14h15 

Gr 4C 04/03 Home - Astro 14h15 

Gr 5C  04/03 Home - Janion 14h15 

Gr 5D 04/03 Home – Venus 1 14h15 

5th  04/03 Away - Turf 14h15 

Gr 3C 05/03 Home - Astro 14h15 

Gr 3 Eagles 05/03 Away - Astro 14h15 

 
 
Back to the top 
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CRICKET VS KEPS 
Saturday 7 March 2020 

 

TEAMS DATE VENUE STARTING TIME 

Gr 3A 07/03 Home – St Vincent 08h30 

Gr 3B 07/03 Home -  Astro 08h30 

Gr 4B 07/03 Home - Melville 08h30 

Gr 5A 07/03 Home – Janion  08h30 

Gr 5B 07/03 Away - Astro 08h30 

4TH  07/03 Home – Henderson Park 08h30 

3RD  07/03 Home – Venus 2 08h30 

2ND  07/03 Home – Venus 1 08h30 

1ST  07/03 Away - Turf 08h30 

 
 

ADDRESS:  

KEPS – Oak Street, Houghton Estate 
 

CRICKET VS ST PETER’S 
Wednesday 11 March & Thursday 12 March 2020 

 

TEAMS DATE VENUE STARTING TIME 

Gr 4D 11/03 Home - Astro 14h15 

Gr 4C 11/03 Away – Feathers  14h15 

Gr 5C  11/03 Away – Mvukuzane  14h15 

Gr 5D vs St Stithian’s 11/03 Home - Melville 14h15 

5th  11/03 Home - Janion 14h15 

Gr 3C 12/03 Home - Astro 14h15 

Gr 3 Eagles 12/03 Away – Somerset  14h15 

 
 

CRICKET VS LYNNWOOD 
Saturday 14 March 2020 

 
 

TEAMS DATE VENUE STARTING TIME 

Gr 3A 14/03 Home - Astro 08h30 

Gr 3B 14/03 Home – St Vincent 08h30 

Gr 4A 14/03 Home – Janion 08h30 

Gr 4B 14/03 Home – Melville 08h30 

 
 
Back to the top  
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PRIDWIN ROSE ORDER FORM 

 
 
Back to the top   
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PPA GOLF DAY 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Back to the top   
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PRIDWIN’S 2ND SECRET SUNRISE 
 

 
 

 

 

Click here to pre-order food and drinks. 
 
 

 

Back to the top  
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PARENT INVITATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you wish to attend, please see details below. 

DETAILS: 

There will be two events: 
 
1. A morning event on Wednesday, 4 March at 73 Tyrwhitt Avenue at 10h30. 
Join me for tea and scones! 
 
2. An evening event at Pridwin School on Thursday 5 March at 18h00-19h15 in the school hall. 
 
No cost to attend. Books will be for sale so please do bring cash. 
 
RSVP: Pippa Smith on pippa@thebookrevue.co.za and please specify which event you will be 
attending. 

 

Back to the top  
 

 

 

 

We all want to raise good men- 

kind, compassionate and able to 

empathise with others. BUT... 

your darling boy has turned into 

a monster who is dismissive of 

your guidance and love. 

 

Join The Book Revue and Megan 

de Beyer, a parenting expert, as 

we tackle these issues and find 

solutions. 

 

  Teenagers need centred adults to guide them. Confident, capable adults should never over-
react, sulk , withdraw or blame and if you find yourself resorting to this behaviour , it is time 
to reset your parenting methods. If you are confused or irritated by your young pre-teen or 
teenage son or feel bewildered or hurt by his behaviour, this book will guide you to a clear 
understanding of teenagers in general and teenage boys in particular. 
 
Toxic role models, the explosion of recreational drugs, the #menaretrash campaign  as well as 
the ready availability of porn has made modern parenting a difficult task. Megan has an MA 
(Psychology), an MSc(Holistic Ecology ) and is an international parent psychologist. 
You are in safe and experienced hands! 

mailto:pippa@thebookrevue.co.za
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
DUNKELD MEDICAL AND DENTAL CENTRE @ 257 Jan Smuts Ave, Dunkeld.  
5 minutes from Pridwin.   Healthcare for the whole family!  
Book an appointment with Dr Tasneem Kara (Doctor) or Dr Fareea Mahomed (Dentist) on 0105920000 
or email reception@yourfamilydentist.co.za  
 
 
MUQS TUTORING CLUB  
Hello Everyone, I offer tutoring to students from Grade 1 to Matric. I can help students with 
homework or preparation for tests and exams. Help can be provided in many various subjects at 
affordable prices.  I am currently a student at Wits University completing my 3rd year in Accounting 
Science. I am very motivated, enthusiastic and approachable.   
If interested please contact me on 074 956 1780 
 

 

CAREGIVER: Fully qualified caregiver and dementia carer looking for additional carer work or 

domestic work. Please contact Sara on 072 548 5016. Excellent references available - please contact 

Camilla Smolicz 084 9999 327 or Charles van Breda 083 452 6478 

 

 

CHILD CARE SERVICES - Jozi Cares offers meticulously screened au pairs who are matched to families 
according to the family’s needs and personalities with the use of psychometric testing. We pride 
ourselves in providing an excellent service as well as the most thoroughly screened au pairs in 
Johannesburg. To find your perfect au pair or for more information, please contact us: 
Email:  shaun@jozicares.co.za    Website:  www.jozicares.co.za  
Tel: 011 262 2511 / 071 613 8960 
 

 
CHILD MINDER AND DOMESTIC 
Similo Moyo is an experienced child minder and domestic who is looking for a full-time, live-in position 
with a focus on childcare, but with some domestic work including cooking. She worked for our family 
for nearly 10 years until our children outgrew their need for her, and is resourceful, reliable and 
creative, as well as wonderful with kids.  
Please contact her on 073 988 0099 should you be interested in employing her, and feel free to call me 
for a reference – Catherine Moultrie 082 932 4258. 

 
 

*Pridwin does not necessarily endorse any services advertised* 
 
Back to the top   
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