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THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
 

CHAPTER 11 
In this chapter Lythcott-Haims describes the brokenness of the American College 
(University) system.  She begins the chapter by asking “What’s the best restaurant in New 
York City?”  The answer depends on your food preferences.  Similarly there is no “one size 
fits all” university, and yet most American families will be heavily influenced by a 
publication, owned by a single individual, Billionaire Mortimer Zuckermann, the annual 
“Best Colleges” issue of “U.S. News and World Report” which ranks American colleges.  
 
There are approximately 2800 colleges (universities) in the U.S.  Lythcott-Haims 
challenges us to randomly choose 10 successful individuals we admire and we are likely to 
find that they attended 7-10 different colleges or universities.  She states that anyone 
inside academia knows that the “Best Colleges” ranking system is meaningless when it 
comes to assessing excellence in education and yet the rankings powerfully persuade 
American applicants to favour a tiny fraction of education institutions. 
 
When she applied at Stanford in 1984, 19 000 students applied for 2 400 places and in 
2014, 40 000 applicants applied for 2 200 places.  This means that now only 5% of the 
applicants have a chance of acceptance.  She laments that she probably wouldn’t be 
accepted now. 
 
When the weather forecast predicts a 5-10% chance of rain we leave our rain coats at 
home.  Yet 90-95% of the applicants will feel they have a realistic chance of being 
accepted at a university like Stanford.  Lythcott-Haims quotes former Yale professor Bill 
Deresiewicz: “by pushing our children toward something unlikely – and not often fitting 
for them – what we’re doing to kids is hubristic, stressful, misguided and wrong.  Will we 
continue to maintain an artificial scarcity of educational resources, then drive our children 
into terror and despair by making them compete with one another for the spaces that are 
left?”  Sound familiar?  
 
A large percentage of the ranking component of the “Best Colleges” issue is derived from 
a “reputation survey” where senior administrators rate the academic programmes at 
other universities.  When published the “Best Colleges” issue gets around 10 million page 
views in comparison to the 500 thousand page views the publication receives during the 
rest of the year.  Lythcott-Haims describes the colleges admissions process like an 
international arms race.  College administrators can boast of the huge numbers of 
applicants, incredibly high SAT scores, of their extra-curricular prowess, ability to pay, and 
so on, like stockpiled weapons. 
 
She spends some time discussing SAT scores.  We are all well aware that you can practise 
these tests over and over again until you get the desired score. Lythcott-Haims highlights 
how universities will use the meaningless differences in SAT scores to make their choices 
which result in successful applicants feeling superior to students who are exactly the  
 
 
 
Continued on page 3… 
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same as them.  Colleges have multiple students with grade point averages computed to 
the ten-thousandth decimal point.  There is an unrelenting pressure to be perfect.  
Students interviewed confess to knowing that they could get as good an education at 
another “lesser brand” university but they will nevertheless ignore them.  “It goes back to 
wanting to impress people.  Everyone knows everything about everybody.  You can’t be 
secretive about things with social media.”  One of the students interviewed expressed an 
explicit wish: “I hope that there will eventually be the restoration of childhood.  Maybe 
we won’t be stuck with paralysing stress, just the stress that pushes us forward in positive 
ways.” When asked what was meant by the restoration of childhood she said 
“Freedom…you have to be working…you can’t enjoy having no homework…you can’t just 
have fun, be carefree…because you are tied down to your phone, to school, to 
standards.” 
 
In Excellent Sheep” Bill Deresiewicz writes, “It comes to this: the elite have purchased self-
perpetuation at the price of their children’s happiness.  The more hoops kids have to 
jump through, the more it costs to get them through them and the fewer families can do 
it.  But the more they have to jump through, the more miserable they are….You think 
you’re screwing other people’s kids, but you also end up fucking up your own.” 
 

Reference: How to Raise an Adult – Julie Lythcott-Haims (2015) 
 
Back to the top  

 
 

BOARD ELECTIONS 
 

If you are willing to stand in the Board elections or want to know more please email me 
on selwynm@pridwin.co.za.  I will give you a call or set up a meeting – whichever suits 
you best. 
 
Please click here for a copy of the nomination form. 
 
 
Back to the top  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

WEDNESDAY 30 MAY 
14h15 Gr 3 Rugby Fixtures vs St Benedict’s at Pridwin 
 
 

THURSDAY 31 MAY 
14h15   String Ensemble, Junior & Senior Jazz Bands – Jan Celliers 
 
 

FRIDAY 1 JUNE 
08h30 Gr 5 Maths, Gr 6 EFZ, Gr 7 SOCS 
13h20  Snr Choir – Eisteddfod – Linder Auditorium - Stabus 
14h00 Cross Country at St Benedict’s 
 
 

SATURDAY 2 JUNE 
08h00 Rugby vs St Benedict’s (Gr 4-7) 
 
 

MONDAY 4 JUNE 
09h00 Hooked on books (Gr 4-7) 
10h30 Hooked on books (Gr 0-3) 
16h30 Chess vs St Stithian’s (at Pridwin)  
 
 

WEDNESDAY 6 JUNE 
13h15 Gr 3 Optional rugby practice 
 
 

THURSDAY 7 JUNE 
09h00 Harmonia Outing - Grade 5 
 

 

Back to the top  
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PUPIL NEWS 
 

KNIGHT OF THE WEEK 
 
Lethabo Makwela – For helping a friend who had fallen to the first Aid tent. 
                 

 

CLASS HONOURS 
 

For using outstanding strategies and reasoning to solve numerical problems 
Joseph Moultrie  

 
For being caring friends 
Tom Reynolds, Chris Jarvis & Jude Stewart 

 
 

For going the extra mile for their Afrikaans oral presentation 
Aidan de Goede, Michael Henderson & Tyler Sacco 

 
For showing diligence and perseverance in their learning 
Adrian Roberts, Caleb Pennington, Rona Ndebele, Oliver Batley & Christiaan Prinsloo  
  
                 
For achieving excellent results in Zulu Cycle Test 
James Hattingh & Senamile Shabangu 
 
 

INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY AWARDS 
Anthony Crosley U9 – Was placed 10th  
 
 

SPORT 
Congratulations to TJ Chalmers who has been selected for the Southern Gauteng U13 
provincial Hockey team.  
 
 
Back to the top  
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FUNKY HAIR DAY AT PRIDWIN 
 
June is Cancer Awareness Month.  On Wednesday 6 June 2018 Pridwin will be hosting a 
Funky Hair Day in support of CHOC. All boys are encouraged to come to school with their 
funky hairdos- spray-painted, wigs and the like. Please note that boys may not do 
anything permanent to their hair- shaving patterns into their hair, cutting their hair in 
hairstyles not permitted by the school or any permanent colouring is prohibited. Boys 
who choose to participate in this initiative will be asked to donate R10 (debited to their 
school account).  All proceeds will go towards CHOC. 
 
CHOC Childhood Cancer Foundation was established in 1979 by parents of children with 
cancer. Today CHOC is the only organisation in South Africa that provides comprehensive 
countrywide support for children with cancer and other life-threatening blood disorders, 
and their families. 
 
Their comprehensive support improves the welfare and quality of care to children with 
cancer and offers families a wide range of psychosocial services and practical support 
such as counselling, free accommodation close to treatment centres, free transport and 
transport fund to ensure that no child abandons treatment, food parcels as they 
recognise the financial difficulties families often face and parent to parent support 
groups. 
 
The outreach committee would like to thank Pridwin parents and boys for their 
generosity. This fundraiser will go a long way in assisting CHOC to help even more 
families.  
  
Back to the top  

CYCLE TESTS 
 

Friday 8 June 2018 

GRADE 5 – ENGLISH 

 Comprehension  

 Parts of Speech: Verbs, adverbs, adjectives, nouns 

 Types of Sentences  

 Figures of Speech: Metaphor, Similes, Personification, Onomatopoeia  
 

GRADE 6 – ENGLISH 

 Comprehension 

 Parts of Speech – nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions 

 Figures of Speech – alliteration, simile, metaphor, personification 
 
GRADE 7 - ENGLISH 

 Comprehension 

 Parts of Speech, Figures of Speech, Punctuation 

 Sentence Structure 
Back to the top  
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THIS WEEK’S MENU 

 

 
THURSDAY 31 MAY 

Sticky chicken drumsticks 
Potato wedges 

Salad bar 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 

FRIDAY 1 JUNE 
Macaroni and cheese 

Salad bar 
Water/Milk/Ice Cream 

 
 

MONDAY 4 MAY 
Cheesy schnitzel  

Vegetarian schnitzel 
Cheese sauce 

Potato or sweet potato chips 
Salad bar 

Water/Milk/ Fruit 
 
 

TUESDAY 5 MAY 
Roast beef with rice and potatoes 

Mixed veggies 
Layered veggie pie 

Salad bar 
Water/Milk/Fruit  

 
 

WEDNESDAY 6 MAY 
Boerewors & Prego rolls 

(sold by PPA moms) 
 
 

 
Back to the top  
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GRADE 6 & 7 SENIOR PLAY 
 
Please be aware of the following dates for the Grade 6 & 7 concert and dress rehearsal: 
 
DRESS REHEARSAL – Monday: 11 JUNE AT 11H00 
Boys to come to school with basic make-up on as photographs will be taken at this 
performance. 
 
EVENING PERFORMANCE – TUESDAY 12 JUNE AND WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE AT 18H30 
Boys are to be at school at 17h30 on the evenings of the performances with basic makeup 
on. 
 
TICKETS:- 
All seats are R30. Bookings will only be done via email. Please email 
simmy@pridwin.co.za to book your tickets. Seats will be allocated on a first come, first 
served basis. Booked tickets can be collected from reception or at the door on the night 
of the performances. The tickets will be debited to your school account. Please book early 
to avoid disappointment. 
 
PHOTOS:-  
Eprints School photography will be selling photos of the Grade 6 & 7 play, before the 
performances on the 12th and 13th of June. These photos will be available from 17h00-
18h30 for purchase.  The price of the photos is as follows - R40 per photo, or there is a 
package price of buy 3, get the 4th photo for free.  Please note that payment can only be 
made in cash on the night, or you can pay using the snapscan app.  For more info on this 
app, please go to www.getsnapscan.com. 
 
 
Back to the top  

 

CAPPIES INVITATION 

31 MAY 2018 AT 18H00 

The Pridwin Old Boy's Association has established a "home" for the Old Boys as well as 
the community at the Venus Street Fields called Cappies. The community includes the 
parents, past parents, existing and past staff, old boys and anybody who has had an 
association with Pridwin since its inception. 

Tomorrow, 31 May at 18h00, a drinks and boerie rolls evening will be hosted at Cappies. 
All old boys, teachers, parents and any friends of Pridwin are welcome to attend.   
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
JOHANNESBURG FESTIVAL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF MUSIC 

 
ORCHESTRAS (String Ensemble, Junior Jazz Band, Senior Jazz Band):  
Thursday, 31 May – 15h00 
 
There is a fairly significant clash with the strings section, some piano performers and the 
orchestras. The Festival is aware of these boys and have asked that the boys please play 
in the Orchestra Section first, before going to their individual section. The Orchestra 
section will take place in the main school hall at Jan Celliers. Jan Celliers have also 
requested that the orchestra section only starts at 15h00, not 14h30 as previously 
indicated. Due to the number of boys participating in the orchestra section a bus has 
been arranged to Jan Celliers. The bus will depart from Pridwin at 14:15. All of the boys in 
the three ensembles are expected to be on the bus, unless communication is sent to Mrs 
Gudde in advance. The bus will be returning to Pridwin at approximately 16h00. Parents 
who are watching the performance may take their boys home with them, as long as the 
music teachers are notified. 
 
 
SENIOR CHOIR: Friday, 1 June – 13h45 
The Senior Choir is performing at the Johannesburg Festival for the Advancement of 
Music on Friday, 01 June. The performance takes place at the Linder Auditorium at the 
WITS Education campus. A bus has been arranged and will leave Pridwin at 13h20, after 
the boys have had lunch. The session will start at 13h45, but Pridwin will no longer be 
performing first. The boys are expected to perform at approximately 14h20. Boys do not 
have to return on the bus, they are welcome to go home with their parents as long as 
they notify Mrs Gudde. The bus will return to school after the performance at around 
15h15. The boys must please bring their white shirts and ties to school and change into 
their choir uniform at break on the day. 
 

Back to the top  
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK 

 

CROSS COUNTRY FIXTURES FOR THE SEASON 
 

DATE VENUE TIME 

01/06 St John’s  14H15 

08/06 St Benedict’s 14H15 

13/06 Henderson Park (Interhouse)  14H15 

                                          
RUGBY VS ST BENEDICT’S 

Wednesday 30 May 2018 
 

All Grade 3 matches will be played at Pridwin School 
 

TEAM VENUE           TIME 

Grade 3E Janion  14h50 

Grade 3D Melville  14h15 

Grade 3B Janion  14h15 

Grade 3C Melville  14h50 

Grade 3A Janion  15h30 

                                                              

RUGBY VS ST BENEDICT’S 
Saturday 2 June 2018 

 

All matches will be played at Venus Street 
 

TEAM VENUE  TIME 

Grade 4E Venus 1A  09h50 

Grade 4D Venus 1A  08h30 

Grade 4B Venus 1B  08h30 

Grade 4C Venus 1A  09h10 

Grade 4A Venus 1B  09h10 

Grade 5C Venus 2  08h30 

Grade 5B Venus 1  10h30 

Grade 5A Venus 1  11h20 

Grade 6B Venus 2  09h20 

Grade 6A Venus 2  10h10 

Grade 7B Venus 2  11h00 

Grade 7A Venus 2  11h45 

 

RUGBY VS THE RIDGE 
Saturday 9 June 2018 

All matches will be played at Venus Street. Times and venues will be confirmed in next 
week’s newsletter.   
Back to the top  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The Health Practice at Melrose Arch is an after-hours medical practice open Sundays through to 
Thursdays from 17h00 till 22h00. Services include an on-site GP, vaccinations and medical 
dispensary. Contact us on 010 140 4717. http://healthpractice.co.za  
 
 
Reliable and hard working domestic helper available for week days. 
Please call Prisca on 074 646 7234. 
Reference: Shazia on 084 581 1786 
 
 
Tutors @ Your Service: We come to you. Tutors have achieved distinctions in area of subject & are 
reliable and highly recommended. Primary and High School. All school subjects, including 
homework supervision and exam revision. Excellent results. We also provide readers and scribes 
for exam facilitation.  
 
 
At Garden Cobble Edging we pride ourselves in our work and offering the best advice, 
workmanship and maintenance of our work. We have various options of stone edging that are 
available, as well as adding colourful solar lights, river sand or pebbles to set the perfect mood, for 
any garden.  We strive to go the “extra mile” for all of our clients. Offering in addition grass, 
artificial grass, plants etc. We are available throughout Johannesburg and are ready to get your 
garden neat, tranquil and beautiful.  Feel free to contact us to arrange for a free quotation! 
Telephone: 083 700 1031 
E-mail :gardencobbleedging@gmail.com 
Web Site : www.gardenedge.co.za 
 
 
APARTMENT IN KILLARNEY TO RENT   
This renovated apartment is in the desirable Gleneagles building. The traditional oak parquet is 
coupled with a modern kitchen and fittings. North facing with lots of light and warmth. 
The building runs on a centralised water heat pump system so the electricity costs are well below 
average.  Complete with built in cupboards and the large rooms typical of Killarney apartments. 
Being on the third floor with full security access control ensures a lock and go lifestyle. 
To see pictures and more go onto - https://www.privateproperty.co.za/to-
rent/gauteng/johannesburg/rosebank-and-parktown/killarney/306-gleneagles/23-2nd-
street/RR1656374 
If you are interested in viewing then please contact me on lee-ann.dobrescu@outlook.com 

 
*Pridwin does not necessarily endorse any services advertised* 

Back to the top  
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