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THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

Two newsletters ago I discussed the importance of Albert Bandura’s work. By way of 
reminder, he suggested that much of what we learn is acquired by observing behaviour 
modelled by significant people in our lives. I also suggested that the home is by far the 
most significant influence in our lives. 
 
Last week’s newsletter dealt with the importance of (mom and dad) creating a consistent 
and predictable environment in the home which is so important in raising confident and 
wholesome children. I also suggested that the school and the home was joined in a 
partnership, much like a kind of marriage, with the common purpose of raising our boys 
to become skilled men of character. Parents cannot raise their children on their own. This 
noble enterprise requires the support of the village, and the village is the school! If this 
contention is valid it may be worth reflecting a little further on the implications thereof. 
 
Every good marriage is characterised by high levels of trust and most marriages end up 
raising children. In the school environment, I have hardly ever come across a parent who 
professes not to have the best interests of their child at heart, and yet so many of us, in 
times of anger and frustration, will speak badly of a partner in front of the child. How do 
we know this? Well believe it or not when the children are little they tell us. The 
unintended consequence of this behaviour is obvious. The child’s sense of safety and 
security in the home is compromised. This is particularly difficult for the child to process 
because he has no choice. His father is his father and his mother is his mother. This fact of 
life cannot be altered. The child, understandably, has deep feelings for both parents. 
 
Now take the analogy into the school space. I also cannot think of a single parent who 
wouldn’t want the best for their child in the school environment, and yet how often do 
we not encounter the school being slagged off by a parent in front of the child. What 
impact does this have on the child’s view of the school? Will the child invest fully in the 
school if he senses there is distrust in the relationship between school and parent? I 
would suggest not, even if the child is too young to articulate his feelings accurately, he 
will develop subconscious, negative attitudes about his school. When these feelings 
reside in the background, every time he faces some difficulty at school there is a very real 
risk that the school gets blamed and the boy who is party to the difficulty doesn’t learn to 
own the part he may have played in contributing to the problem nor in the part he could 
play in solving the problem. This is but one example of how subconscious biases begin to 
accumulate in our psyches from an early age. 
 
There is of course another interesting dimension to this school / parent relationship. It 
may never happen that the child is negatively influenced by a parent about the school. 
But have you ever considered the unintended consequences of another form of 
communication that is prevalent in our school communities – the phenomenon of 
WhatsApp group communications and social media. We mistakenly think that our 
WhatsApp communications are private. They are not. Giving my opinion to one person 
doesn’t guarantee confidentiality, let alone a group of people. How often haven’t we, as 
educators, read WhatsApp posts of parents discussing their opinions of us. “The lift 
doesn’t go to the top floor.” “Not the sharpest knife in the drawer.” Wow, ever thought  
 
Continued on page 3… 
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about the impact of a comment like that on your son’s teacher? If we want the best for 
our boys, we surely should be wise in understanding the role we could be playing in 
shaping unconscious attitudes that may have the unfortunate effect of tarnishing the 
good relationships we wish to foster between all stakeholders in the school. 
 

I want to come back to the notion of “unconscious bias”. Too often I hear adults declaring 
that they are not biased. This is simply never true. There isn’t a human being on this earth 
who is not unconsciously biased. Every one of us views the world through a particular 
cultural lens. This cultural lens carries with it a whole set of assumptions that skew our 
particular view of the world. This is our “truth”. Our truth seems so obvious to us, but it 
comes with baggage. Our own unique set of biases.  
 

I recently was made aware of a comment that was made by one of our white boys in a 
senior classroom. (I want to say right from the outset that I could also illustrate my point 
equally well by quoting comments made by one of our Muslim boys or one of our Black 
African boys.) This particular comment had evolved out of a discussion on corruption and 
the present political malaise. He said something like this, “All black people should leave 
our country.” Reflect on that statement a little. It is pregnant with righteous bias and, 
such incredible irony, because one of his best friends, who happens to be black, was 
sitting right next to him. Yes he happens to be a young child still learning about life. He 
hasn’t yet developed the sophisticated social filters that adults acquire, but where does 
he get these attitudes that so obviously fill his statement with meaning? From the school? 
I would like to explore this a little more next week. Incidentally I am very proud of the 
manner in which the teacher dealt with this situation. 
 
Back to the top 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the members of The Pridwin 
Foundation will be held at Cappies, Venus Street, Melrose, Johannesburg on Thursday, 27 
July 2017 at 18h00, to consider and if deemed fit, pass, with or without modification, the 
following resolution in a manner required by the Companies Act, 71 of 2008 as amended 
(Companies Act), for the following purposes: 
 

PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Financial Statements, as approved by the Board, including Directors report and 
external Auditors report for the year ended 31 December 2016, is presented and will be 
received and adopted. 
 

ORDINARY RESOLUTION  
In compliance with Section 90 of the Companies Act, Grant Thornton is proposed to be re-
appointed as Auditors from the conclusion of this meeting until the conclusion of the next 
succeeding Annual General Meeting. To transact such other business as may be 
transacted at an Annual General Meeting. 
 

Please ensure your participation by either attending or giving your proxy to a person who 
would be attending.   
 

Please click here for a copy of the Pridwin Foundation Annual General Meeting Proxy Form  
 
Back to the top 
 

http://www.pridwin.co.za/uploads/PROXY-FORM-2017.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 21 JUNE 

08h00 Grade 4 tour to Camp Nelu departs 
 

THURSDAY 22 JUNE 
08h30 Gr 3 outing to the Zoo 
12h00 Gr 7 tour returns 
 

FRIDAY 23 JUNE 
11h30 Junior School closes 
12h00 Gr 4-6 tours return 
16h20 UK tour departs 
 

MONDAY 3 JULY 
07h30 School reopens 
 

THURSDAY 6 JULY 
14h00 Tennis vs St David’s 
 

FRIDAY 7 JULY 
08h30 Cycle tests Gr 5-6 Afrikaans; Gr 7 Maths 
13h00 Gr 2 soccer vs St John’s 
 

SATURDAY 8 JULY 
08h00 Soccer vs The Ridge 
 

MONDAY 10 JULY 
16h30 Chess vs De la Salle (at Pridwin) 
17h30 PPA meeting 
 

TUESDAY 11 JULY 
13h00 Gr 0 parent interviews  
18h00 Kingsmead/Pridwin Concert 
 

 

Back to the top 
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LUNCH MENU 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 21 JUNE 

Boerewors & Prego rolls 
(sold by PPA moms) 

 
 

THURSDAY 22 JUNE 
Sticky chicken drumsticks 

 Roasted veggies 
Stir-fried veggie with noodles  

Water/Milk/Fruit 
 
 

FRIDAY 23 JUNE 
No Lunch – School closes early 

 
 

MONDAY 3 JULY 
Spaghetti bolognaise 

Vegetarian spaghetti with sweetcorn and roasted tomatoes 
Mixed salad 

Water/Milk/Fruit 
 
 

TUESDAY 4 JULY 
Mini spinach and feta quiches 

Potato salad, grated carrot and orange salad 
Water/Milk/Fruit 

 
 
 

 
 
Back to the top 
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SENIOR SCHOOL TOURS 

 

GRADE 7   
Grade 7 tour boys will return on Thursday, 22 June at approximately 12h00 and may go 
home on arrival. There will be no school for the Grade 7s on Friday, 23 June.  
 
GRADE 4-6 
Grade 4-6 tour boys will be arriving back at school on Friday, 23 June at approximately 
12h00 and may go home on arrival.  
 
Back to the top 
 

CLOSING TIMES  

 
School closes on Friday, 23 June for half-term: 

 
Grade 0-3 will go home at 11h30 
 
Grade 4-6 will go home on arrival from camp at approximately 12h00 
 
School will reopen on Monday, 3 July. 
 
Back to the top 
 

HELP TO RUN THE SWOP SHOP 

 
The school is looking for a parent to run the school swop shop in the third term.  If you 
are interested please contact Lil Munro on 083 326 6115.  
 
Back to the top 
 

DADS’ AND LADS’ WEEKEND 

 

Pridwin dads and lads have for many years made the mid-term break in October their 
own.  Warren Howarth, the organiser of this year’s event invites all fathers and their sons 
in Grades 4-7 to contact him for details.  This year’s event takes place in the beautiful 
region of Clarens in the Eastern Free State.  Places are limited so be sure to book early to 
avoid disappointment.  The expected cost is approximately R2000 per person.  
 
For further information contact Warren on:-  
Email: warrenmhowarth@gmail.com            Cell: 083 648 2272 
 
 
Back to the top 
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK 

 

SOCCER VS THE RIDGE 
Saturday 8 July 2017 

 
All fixtures will be played at The Ridge and at Hope School. 

 
TEAM VENUE TIME 

1st Hope School 12h15 

2nd Hope School 10h45 

3rd Hope School 09h15 

12A Hope School 11h30 

12B Hope School 10h00 

12C Rose Field 12h00 

12D Rose Field 11h15 

11A  Rose Field 10h30 

11B Rose Field 09h45 

11C Rose Field 09h00 

11D Hersov Field 11h20 

11E Hersov Field 12h05 

10A  Cheales Field 12h05 

10B  Cheales Field 11h40 

10C  Cheales Field 09h00 

10D Cheales Field 09h35 

10 Argentina Cheales Field 09h00 

10 Germany Cheales Field 09h35 

10 Spain Cheales Field 11h40 

10 Portugal Cheales Field 12h05 

9A  Hersov Field 09h00 

9B Hersov Field 09h35 

9C Hersov Field 10h45 

9D Hersov Field 10h10 

9 Owls Hersov Field 09h00 

9 Ospreys Hersov Field 09h35 

9 Falcons Hersov Field 10h10 

9 Eagles Hersov Field 10h45 

Old Boys 1 & 2 Cheales Field 10h10 

Old Boys 3 Cheales Field 10h55 

 
Back to the top 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Ridge+School/@-26.172114,28.026611,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xea46e82524126982!8m2!3d-26.1721139!4d28.0266113?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hope+School/@-26.170895,28.029442,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xaec06ae20df15b1e!8m2!3d-26.1708953!4d28.0294416?hl=en-US


P a g e  | 8 

 

UPCOMING TENNIS FIXTURES 
 

DATE TEAM VENUE STARTING TIME 

6 July  1st vs St David’s Pridwin 14h15 

6 July 2nd vs St David’s Pridwin 14h15 

6 July 3rd vs St David’s St David’s 14h15 

6 July U11 vs St David’s St David’s 14h15 

    

13 July 1st vs St Benedict’s St Benedict’s 14h15 

 2nd vs St Benedict’s St Benedict’s 14h15 

 3rd vs St Benedict’s Pridwin 14h15 

 U11 vs St Benedict’s Pridwin 14h15 

    

20 July 1st vs The Ridge Pridwin 14h15 

 2nd vs The Ridge Pridwin 14h15 

 3rd vs The Ridge Johannesburg Country Club 14h15 

 U11 vs The Ridge Johannesburg Country Club 14h15 

    

27 July 1st vs St Stithian’s Pridwin 14h15 

 2nd vs St Stithian’s Pridwin 14h15 

 3rd vs St Stithian’s St Stithian’s 14h15 

 U11 vs St Stithian’s St Stithian’s 14h15 

    

3 August 1st vs Redhill Redhill 14h15 

 2nd vs Redhill Redhill 14h15 

 3rd vs Redhill Pridwin 14h15 

 U11 vs Redhill Pridwin 14h15 

 

NB: Boys will be transported by bus to the respective venues.  For away fixtures they will 
leave Pridwin at approximately 13h10 – 13h40, depending on distance and traffic. The 
fixtures will start at 14h15 and end at approximately 16h30 - 17h00 depending on the 
strengths of both teams.  Boys are expected to return to Pridwin approximately 30 - 45 
minutes after their match, depending on traffic. Parents may fetch their boys from the 
respective venues, however, they will need to ensure that their son has his school bags 
with him when leaving Pridwin. 
 

Back to the top 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+David's+Marist+Inanda/@-26.12117,28.047679,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xed7d49877be1844e!8m2!3d-26.12117!4d28.047679?ll=-26.12117,28.047679&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=17112915005325542478
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+David's+Marist+Inanda/@-26.12117,28.047679,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xed7d49877be1844e!8m2!3d-26.12117!4d28.047679?ll=-26.12117,28.047679&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=17112915005325542478
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+Benedict's+College/@-26.17421,28.13562,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x135aec4746a6079d!8m2!3d-26.17421!4d28.13562?ll=-26.17421,28.13562&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=1394686825496709021
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+Benedict's+College/@-26.17421,28.13562,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x135aec4746a6079d!8m2!3d-26.17421!4d28.13562?ll=-26.17421,28.13562&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=1394686825496709021
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Country+Club+Johannesburg,+Auckland+Park/@-26.182799,28.012311,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa5d95de670bc2e00!8m2!3d-26.182799!4d28.012311?ll=-26.182799,28.012311&z=12&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=11950686330519563776
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Country+Club+Johannesburg,+Auckland+Park/@-26.182799,28.012311,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa5d95de670bc2e00!8m2!3d-26.182799!4d28.012311?ll=-26.182799,28.012311&z=12&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=11950686330519563776
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+Stithians+College/@-26.082945,28.014063,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x8bda7569e4035172!8m2!3d-26.0829453!4d28.0140632?ll=-26.082945,28.014063&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=10077496213852344690
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+Stithians+College/@-26.082945,28.014063,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x8bda7569e4035172!8m2!3d-26.0829453!4d28.0140632?ll=-26.082945,28.014063&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=ZA&mapclient=embed&cid=10077496213852344690
https://www.google.com/maps/place/REDHILL+HIGH+SCHOOL/@-26.076294,28.0580803,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1e957306e432242d:0x2fdcd38f8134e5c!8m2!3d-26.076294!4d28.060269?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/REDHILL+HIGH+SCHOOL/@-26.076294,28.0580803,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1e957306e432242d:0x2fdcd38f8134e5c!8m2!3d-26.076294!4d28.060269?hl=en-US
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GRADE 2 SOCCER 

 

SOCCER VS ST JOHN’S 
Friday 7 July 2017 

 
All matches vs St John’s will be played at Pridwin on the Melville and Janion field.  They 
will start at 13h00 and end at approximately 14h30. 
 
Please ensure that they have the correct kit: 

 P.E. sports kit, soccer boots, shin pads 
 

Upcoming Matches: 
Friday 14 July - Pridwin vs Jacoba FC at Pridwin; 13h00 start 
Friday 21 July - Pridwin vs The Ridge at Pridwin; 12h00 start 
Friday 28 July - Pridwin vs KEPS at Pridwin; 12h00 start 
 
Back to the top 
 
 

END OF SEASON SPORTS RESULTS 

 
Please find below the summary of the results for the Rugby season:  
 

RUGBY RESULTS SUMMARY: 
 

TEAM PLAYED WON LOST DREW 
U9A 6 5 0 1 

U9B 6 2 4 0 

U9C 6 2 4 0 

U9D 5 2 3 0 

U9E 5 0 5 0 

U10A 6 5 0 1 

U10B 6 0 6 0 

U10C 6 1 4 1 

U10D 6 1 4 1 

U10E 1 0 1 0 

U11A 6 3 3 0 

U11B 6 4 2 0 

U11C 6 5 1 0 

U11D 5 2 2 1 

U12A 6 4 1 1 

U12B 6 6 0 0 

U12C 7 3 4 0 

1ST 13 4 9 0 

2ND 6 0 6 0 

 
 
For detailed cricket results please click here 
 
Back to the top 
 

http://www.pridwin.co.za/uploads/Rugby-Season-Results-2017.pdf
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MUSIC CONCERT 

 

 
 
 
Back to the top 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

 
Child Care Services - Jozi Cares and Old School Cool offer meticulously screened au pairs who are 
matched to families according to the family’s needs and personalities with the use of 
psychometric testing. We prides itself in providing an excellent service as well as the most 
thoroughly screened au pairs in Johannesburg. To find your perfect au pair or for more 
information, please contact us: 
 
e2 Young Engineers is an edutainment (education + entertainment) programme that focuses on 
the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) fields by teaching, children 
from the ages of 7 upwards, key concepts using motorised Lego®.  Join us at any one of learning 
centres for a FREE trial lesson. Please contact us on info@youngengineers.co.za. Bookings 
Essential! 
 
Looking for a professional German teacher? Go German Language School in Birdhaven offers 
private tuition and group courses, tailored to your needs. Whether you are looking for a general 
language course or to improve your academic performance. All stages and ages – students and 
parents – are welcome. www.gogermaninjozi.com; info@gogermaninjozi.com; 081-3779558 
 
Looking for a live-in caretaker to start immediately in the Sandton area.  Duties will include 
gardening, pet-care, laundry duties, car washing and some light cooking.  Working days Monday 
to Saturday. Must have contactable references. Please call 0728361778. 
 
Our excellent domestic, Thandi, will be available full time from end of August. Current family 
emigrating. If you are looking for a reliable, hard-working, trustworthy house-keeper, nanny, cook 
etc please contact Nicky King 0826016010 or Thandi Nkosi 0822639861. 
 
FAME ACADEMY Musical Theatre Holiday Workshop. Singing! Dancing! Acting!  Kids and Teens. 
Classes taught by television and theatre professionals. 3-8 July or 10-15 July. Final Performance 
ON STAGE at Theatre on The Square. R1200 per performer for a 6 day workshop. Booking 
essential. Register online www.fameacademy.co.za OR vicky@showiz.co.za 0823364424.  
 
AIRBNB YOUR HOLIDAY HOME IN PLETT/KEURBOOMS/KNYSNA  
I will be resident in Plett and offer a co-host service for clients who want to Airbnb their holiday 
homes. My service includes: listing your property and photography, calendar and rates based on 
your input, managing the bookings, meeting guests on arrival and departure. Coordinate the 
servicing of the apartment and any maintenance required. I also manage home renovations. 
 Please call me or e-mail if interested. 
Contact Ruth – 0828862818 Email: ruth@imergeconcepts.com 
 
My name is Ellias Mphande. I am 24 years old, I am looking for a full-time job as a gardener, house 
keeper or painter. I am a hard working person. Please contact me on 073 773 4771 / 063 465 
7804. My Ref is: Mrs. Nadia her contact 082 886 6217. 

 
 

Back to the top 
 

*Pridwin does not necessarily endorse any services advertised* 
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